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A flaepy Frame of Spirit has ſeized us, both Miniſters and 
Churches are aſleep; and being 55 the Enemy is buſy in fows _ 
ing the Tares of Error and Hereſies, which will grow _ up - .' © 
and ſpread yet more and more;—Theſe Things will at laſt iſſue in 
Popery, and ſome of theſe Pirſons will be ſuffered, as Inſtrumentss 
to ſpread it both here and in all our Colonies and Plantations, 


The Watchman 's Anſwer io the * What of be 
Night ? p. 29, * | | 
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| SOME 
OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


ONCE wasin hopes, that the Moravian Bre- 
thren would prove Perſons zealous for the One 

. Thing Needful, and that by their Means Chriſt 
might have been ſet forth as he hath been heretofore, 
in this Nation, by our Proteſtant Reformers : And 
| I alſo hoped, they would introduce no Diſcipline or 
Government but what ſhould conduce to a Life of 
Faith on the Son of God, producing true Happineſs 
and Holineſs here, and Eternal Glory hereafter, 
Theſe, I fay, were my Expectations z and the Lord is 
my Witneſs, I am heartily ſorry to find them fruſ- 
trated, and that Iam obliged, from their Conduct and 
Writings, to conſider them as ſeeking not ſo much 
the Converſion and Salvation of Souls as a Political 
Eſtabliſhment, thro? the Favour of this World, un- 
der the Notion of Riches, Power, Antiquity, &c. 
as has been already noticed in a little Book entituled, 

The Contents of their Folio Hiſtory. 

Upon a Peruſal of that and their Octavo Abridg- 
ment of their Folio Hiſtory, entituled, An Account 
of the Dofirines, Manners, Liturgy, and Idiom of 
the Unitas Frairum, I found inſtead of Chrifl's being 
made All in All to them, ſuch a Streſs laid upon 
their Antiquity, ſuch dark and miſleading Para- 
graphs, ſuch a Defence of a deſigned Unintelli- 
gibleneſs in their Preaching, and ſuch a Notion of 
the Lord's Supper, Sc. that I counted it my Duty, 
tor their own Conviction, and the Preſervation of 
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Church from the Apo 


thoſe who are in Danger ws being miſled, to make 
the following Obſervations. 

I. In regard to their Antiquity. 

IT. On ſome Extracts of their general Synods 
taken from their above-mentioned Account. 

III. Of the Trinity and Perſon of Chriſt, as held 
by them in the ſame Treatiſe : And may the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, 
give them do underſtand their own Miſtakes, and 
direct and preſerve thoſe who are Danger of being 
led aſide. 

1. In regard of their Antiquity, they are con- 
ſtantly endeavouring to po themſelves a particular 

les Time, and ſo does the 
Church of Rome, but to Apt End? Is a true Church 
to be known, by the Hiſtory of her Antiquity, or 
by her preſent Conformity in Doctrine and Practice 
to the Holy Scriptures ? Is our Faith to be founded 
in the Wiſdom and Veracity of Men, in their hiſto- 
rical'Relations, or in the Wiſdom and Veracity of God 
evidencing themſelves to us in the qo fred 3 ptures 
through a ſpiritual Diſcernment? Is a Doctrine or 
Practice to be reckoned true becauſe it belonged to 
an ancient Church, or becauſe it carries Divine Evi- 
dence, and has its Foundation in the Word ? In 
ſhort, is the Scripture to manifeſt our Excellence, or 
our Antiquity ? But I would give this Pretence to An- 
tiquity a little Conſideration, whereby it will appear, 
T believe, to have leſs Foundation than the Man had 
for the Antiquity of his Knife, which he laid was his 
Grandfather*s, only it had had three new Hafts and 
five new Blades. 

And in order to this, I would have three different 
States of the Church to be carefully conſidered. 
Firſt, The Inviſible Catholick-Church of Chriſt on 
Earth, conſiſting of all thoſe Members of Chriſt's 
Myſtical Body, who are united to him by the Spirit 
through Faith. Secondly, As the Viſible Catholic 

Church 


(3) 

Church of Chriſt, conſiſting of all thoſe who viſibly 
profeſs and yeild Obedience to the Goſpel, includ- 
ing every Individual who are not in particular 
Churches. —The Church in both theſe Senſes has at 
no Time been extinct, perhaps, not in Morazze nor in 
many other Places; but the Church we have to con- 
ſider is, Thirdly, A particular Church, underſtand- 
ing thereby a regular Aſſociation of Men for the 
« Celebration of Inſtituted Worſhip according to the 
« Mind of Chriſt.” | 

The Beginning of the ancient Moravian Church 
of the United Brethren, is by their own Account as 
follows. 

After the Council of Bal, the proteſiing 
& Bohemians divided among themſelves, forming 
* two Parties ; the one demanding only the uſe of 
& the Cup, was called Calixtines, and the other 
„ perſevering in all Parts of John Huſs*'s Doctrine, 
«* were properly called Hwuſites or Taborites; thele 
* oppoſed one another till it came to Blows. This 
„ was the State of Bohemia till the Year 1450, 
& when the quiet- minded of each Party, joining to- 
* gether in the common Tenets, which all allowed, 
* formed a Congregation, after the Form of Apot- 
„ tolic Simplicity, calling themſelves, the Unitas 
© Fratrum, or United Brethren, Their Paſtors were 
* of the Calixtines, &c. F*? | 

Ob/erv, 1. Here it plainly appears, that the Ori- 
ginal of the ancient Moravian Church of the United 
Brethren, were a particular Congregation, ſorm'd by 
mutual Conſent in the Year 2450. which is a Pre- 
cedent for that Practice at this Day; but it muſt be 
allowed, their Purity as a Church extended no farther 
than they joined together in thoſe Things which 
were obvious in the Word of God, and that as well 
as laying aſide all Party-Diſtinctions, they were to 


+ See an Account of the Epiſcopal Church, P. 2, 3. 
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that Time gathered out of the Vi 
of Chriſt; or elſe, that they were conſcientious Se- 
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lay aſide all thoſe Things that were not in the 
Word, but were Mens Inventions added, though 
I do not pretend, at this Time, to determine how 

far they did thus. | 
2. Theſe were not a particular Church before, 
they could but be. ſaid to be a particular Church at 
{ble Catholic Church 


paratiſts from the then viſtble particular Churches of 


the Huſſites and Calixtines, forming another par- 


ticular Church by mutual Conſent, There is not one 
regular Congregational Church in London, but can give 
an Acccount of their Original; and it is to 
be hoped, that whoever accounts ſuch joining to- 
gether by mutual Conſent to be Sectarianiſm, they 
will not, it being the Original of that Church of 
which they would be thought to be the Members, tho 
as will appear preſently, without any ſolid Founda- 
tion, © | 0 
3. The Calixtines agreed with the Papiſts ex- 
in the Uſe of the Cup, and their Paſtors alſo 
were of the Calixtines, and 2 Huffites joining with 
the Calixtines (in the forming of this Church) by 
dropping their peculiar Differences, brought them 
nigher to the Papiſts perhaps, than was conſiſtent with 
Apoſtolic Simplicity. 125 8 
This is the preſent Unizas Fratrum*s Account of 
the ancient United Brethren ; but the Reverend and 
Learned Doctor Owen gives I think a better Ac- 
count of them in his Treatiſe of Schiſm, publiſhed 
in the Year 1637. They (ſays he) concluding 


* the whole Papacy to be purely Antichriſtian, could 


not allow of the Ordination of their Miniſters by 
* any in Communion with it, and therefore ſent 
* ſome to the Greek and Armenian Churches, who 
* obſerving zbeir Ways, returned with little Satif- 
faction; ſo that at laſt, committing themſelves 
and their Cauſe to God, they choſe them Elders 


« from 
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© from among themſelves, and ſ them apart by 
* Faſting and Prayer.“ p. 271, 

The Griginal of the preſent United Brethren, is 
by their own “ Account Chriftian David, a Moravian 
by Birth, a Carpenter by Trade, and a Roman 
Catholic by Religion : He travelled about Germany to 
get Work and improve himſelf in his Buſineſs g 
he embraced the Lutheran Religion at Berlin ; goin 
into his own Country again, he light of two Tradeſ- 
men called Newtſers, who having been ſtirred up in 
the Year 1915. by an old diſbanded Soldier in the 
Imperial Army called Rewt/ekal, begged of him to 
look out for a Place where they might. ſerve God 
freely, and purſue the Salvation of their Souls, 
which Advantage Chriſtian David obtained of Count 
Zinzendorf, Theſe two Brothers, Newtſers had three 
Brothers more in Moravia, who afterwards came to 
them, and ſettled at Hamburgh in 17233 and on the 
12th Day of May 1724 when the Foundation of 
their Orphan-Houſe, was laid, 5 Men whoſe Anceſtors 
were of the Church of the United Brethren, having 
been ſtirred up by the Preaching of Chriftian David 
in their Parts, came and joined themſelves to them; 
and afterwards more came in like Manner, and then 
was eſtabliſhed, by Agreement, the Moravian Diſ- 
cipline to the Lutheran Doctrine amongſt them. 
Now whether this was the Old Church of the United 
Brethren, or a New Church now formed, I leave 
any one to judge. If they were Members of -Chriſt's 
myſtical Body, yet in as much as they made no pro- 
feſſing of the Truth till Chriſtian David came a- 
mongſt them, they were hardly Members of the 
Catholic Viſible Church, much leſs the particular 
Church of the ancient - United Brethren, which 
now for ſome Time had had no Being as a par- 
ticular Church, that is, no joining together in 
Profeſſion of the Truth and Goſpel Ordinances. 


® See the Account wrote by Avid Graden, a Member of 
their Church, | 


Hence 


(65) 
Hence it appears, that this Union at Hernhuth 
was another Act of Independency, and proves 
them not to be ſo old a Church as many Congrega- 
tions we have in London. And ſuppoling they had 
been a Church of ſo old a ſtanding as they would be 
thought, would this defend any of their Peculiarities 
wherein they deviate ſo from Proteſtants, and incline 
ſo much to the Papiſts Superſtition ? Or. will this 
defend any Thing they hold, not proveable by the 
Word of God? No, ſurely. This leads me, 
2. To make ſome Obſervations on ſome Extracts 
of their general Synods as follows. | 

Extrafts, * We are to go with the Blood- 
4 Theology through all the World? And on this 
<< great Pulpit of our Saviour's, to prove Sclf-Ho- 
< Uneſs a Fable, to declare Self-Righteouſneſs to be 
«© Treaſon: before the Tribunal of God: And all 
* the ſenſible Poor and Miſerable to be bleſſed and 
< faved at their humble Requeſt.” Pag. 52. —_ 
Obſerv. 1. We are moſt ſurely to preach Re- 
miſſion of Sins in the Blood of Jeſus through, all 
the World, (if this' is meant by the Blood-Theo- 
logy): but we have no Warrant to preach it in any 
other than Scripture Language. But if they mean 
by Blood -Theology, their, peculiar Phraſcology, 
or Manner of Expreſſion, we have no Warrant 
from our Saviour to ſpeak fo to all, it being more 
adapted to amuſe and blind, than to teach and 


inſtruct. 


2. If they mean by Self. Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
 lineſs, a Righteouſneſs or Holineſs ſought unto, to 
ſand: in the Place of Chriſt, to give that, Aſſurance 
of Safety and Peace, which is proper to Faith and 
Dependance on him; or, if they mean a ſeeking to 
become righteous and holy by any other Means than 
Faith in him, and Peace and Aſſurance of Eternal 
Life, by an Application of his Blood and Righte- 
. yy tb ouſnels, 


153 


duſneſs, it is true, it is but a Fable, c. But if it 
is meant of that Holineſs which is a Fruit of Faith, 
Peace and Aſſurance of Salvation in Chriſt Jeſus 
I are they groſsly miſtaken, 

We want no Senſibleneſs of Poverty and 
Miſery, nor humble ay nr to entitle us to Chriſt 
and his Benefits, but we ſtand in need of being made 
ſenſible of our Poverty and Miſery in order -/o move 
or excite us to take him who is freely given to be 
received and enjoyed by Faith, without any entitling 
Condition on our Part whatſoever. If we think we 
can be ſaved for our humble Requeſt, we are ſtill 
upon a Self- righteous Foundation, | 

Extrafts. © We preach nothing but the Cruci- 
c ficd4 Chriſt for the Heart, and think that when 
< any one gets hold of him, all that is idle va- 
* niſhes away from ſuch a Perſon, and all neceſlary 
< Good comes, Sc. p. 53. 

Obſerv. 1. If ſo, then having got hold of him, 
we have no need of unſcriptural Peculiarities, whether 

of Moravians or others; and to get hold of him is 

more needful than to ſeek after ſuch Peculiarities. 

2. When any one gets hold of him, they get, 
thro? that Peace they have in him, a Newneſs of 
Spirit to love him, live to him, ſerve him, and 
all this neceſſary Good is maintained only by getting 
and keeping hold of him, i. e. by believing and 
confiding in him, unto Peace and Aſſurance of Sal- 
vation, and all that is idle in our former Method of 
ſeeking Peace and Love vaniſhes away, but all that 
is idle, or rather all that is ſinful and contrary to 
the Mind of Chriſt, does not ſo vaniſh away, but 
that we need through the Spirit ſtill to mortify 
the Deeds of the Body, and to walk in the Spirit 
that, we may not fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh, for 
the Fleſh (i. e. our old Nature) luſteth againſt the 
Spirit as well as the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, Gal. v. 17. 


Exiradts,. 


- 
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Extraf?s. * Holint/+is to us not to be delivered 


2 a Du, but as an ineftimable Privilege of a 


* Chriſtian, purchaſed to him by Chriſt's Blood.“ 

585. 
l Obſerv. 1. This Diſtinction, how plauſible ſoever it 
may ſeem to ſome, is falſe, abſurd, and uſeleſs. rf, Ir 
is falſe ; for who can ſay that the Saints ought not to 
love God and their Neighbour, and be propenſe and 
ready for every good Work : If it is not a Duty to 
de Holy in this Senſe, then we owght not to be Holy; 
for that is what is meant by a Duty. 

2. It is abſurd, highly fo, to affert it our Privi- 
lege to love God, and, at the ſame Time, deny it 
org our Duty, 1. e. to deny that we ought to love 

3. It is uſeleſs, becauſe Priviledge and Duty do 
not oppoſe one another, but coincide harmoniouſly 
together. It is my Duty to love God, and it is my 
Priviledge that I do love him; i. e. I am conſtrained, 
by a Diſcovery of his Love to me, to love him 
whom I ought to love. | 

« Purchaſed to him by Chriſt's Blood.“ 

_ Holineſs bears a nearer Relation to Chriſt's Blood, 
than barely being purchaſed thereby, it is effected 
in the Heart by an Application of Chriſt's Blood, 
through Faith therein for Remiſſion of Sins. 
 "Extratts. To Souls that are ſtirred up we 
* preach the Goſpel.” p. 57. | | 
Ohſerv. And what is to be preached to ſtir them 
up? I would take notice here, that the Goſpel], 
ſtrictly and properly taken, is only glad Tidings 
of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt“; and as ſuch, though 
it ſuppoſes a State of Sin and Miſery, yet it neither 
"Wa ect. 


* If the Goſpel be taken largely, for a Syſtem of all the 
Doctrines, Promiſes, Precepts, Threatnings, and Hiſtories, 
which any way concern Men's Salvation ; then no doubt all the 
Frecepts which belong to, or are deducible from the * 


(9) 
Enſtitutes Obligation to Duty, nor reveals Sin. 
All Commands, Threatnings, Revelations of Sin, 
Denunciations of Judgment, Sc. do properly be- 
long to the Law: Now I apprehend theſe things are 
not to be ſeparated, no more than they are to be 
confounded. For inaſmuch as in preaching of Chriſt it 
neceſſary to ſhew the Need we ſtand in of him, we 
ate to preach the Law and Reconciltation together, 
the Law, ſb as to ſhew the Sinner, that he is 
obnoxious to the Juſtice of God, and unmeet for the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light, in his preſent 
Condition; and the Goſpel as Remedy in both 
Caſes, We are not properly to be ter Goſpel» 
preachers, without we fet forth Feſus as the only Re- 
medy, nor legal Preachers, without we introduce 
legal Remedies inſtead of Chriſt, The Denomina- 
tion of the Preacher is properly from the Remedy 
he propoles, and thoſe that confound thefe Sounds 
unduly together, are neither Preachers of Law nor 
Goſpel.” Mets tb 
Extrafts. In the preſent graceleſs Times, it is 
quite as neceſſary co ſpeak in Paradoxcs a and 
* to expreſs the divine Truths in a Manner that 
cannot be imitated by any, who are not genu- 
| | 0 | inely 


the Ten Commandments, are contained in it; many of Which 
Precepts, having a manifeſt Connexion with the Entrance of Sin, 
could not be promulgated before the Goſpel was revealed: Such 
as Faith, Repentance, Witngſ/rig for Truth, and again the De- 
fectious of the Times, and the like. But then, all rhefe Precepts 
are reducible to the Law of the Tex Commandments, though they 
ha] no due and proper Objects, nor Occaſion ot being exerciſed 
in an innocent State. Aud therefore, if the Goſpel is taken 
firialy and properly, as it is Contradiftin from the Law, it is a 
Promiſe, containing glad Tidings of a Saviour, witn Grace, 
Mercy, and S lvation in him to loſt Sinners of Adam's Family; 
according to Gen. iii. 15. J lii. t, 2, 3. Lale ii. 10, 11. Rom. 
x. Ig. Gal. iii 8. And thus, when the Goſpel is taken in its 
proper Senſe, there are 10 Pttcepts in the Goſpel, and conſequently 
all Precepts (thoſe of Faith and Repentance not excepted) belong 
to the Law." At of the Afſeciats Preibytery concarning the 
Dietrine of Grace. p. 3h, 3 


(110) 

% inely acquainted with the Myſtery of the Blood 
„ and Wounds Theology “, as it is neceſſary to make 
* a Mark to onc's Name, which another cannot forge 
& or perhaps to write a Hand which an imper- 
* tinent Perſon will find too troubleſome to read 4; 
For ſince the moſt precious Truths are ſoon after 
* mimicked by the Evil one, on purpoſe that they 
&* alſo may evaporate, as the former have done, this 
* in ſound, hazardous, bold, and ſharp Language, 
from which unintire People imagine to themſelves 
« a great deal of Danger, is a Preſervative againſt 
* this Deſign of Satan g.“ p. 64. | 

Ohſerv. a. The Times of the Apoſtles were grace- 
leſs. Times, yet they uſed great Plainneſs of Speech, 
and not as Moſes, who put a Veil over his Face; 
neither did they ſpeak: in Words, which Man's 
Wiſdom; teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach. 
eth —4; There is no Manner of Expreſſion but what 
can be imitated ; the Moravian preſent Manner of 

Expreſſion is imitated by many who are not ac- 
' quainted with the Myſtery of Chriſt; in them the 
Hope of Glory, and many who are acquainted there- 
with, are utter Strangers to the Moravian's invented 
Phraſes.—c This would be true, if it was as neceſſary 
to confine the Truth to one's ſelf, as it is one's 
own Hand-writing. —-d But the Caſe of Goſpel 
Truth is quite otherwiſe, every one has Buſineſs 
with the Goſpel ; we are to preach it to every 
Creature, and not hide it from any,—e If it 
is meant here, that Expreſſions containing the 
moſt precious Truths, are by being mimicked, 
_ retained only in Expreſſion, while the Truths them- 
ſelves are loſt, in | no more ordinarily conveyed 
under the Words: The Deſign muſt be to convey 
the Truth more plainly and ſtrikingly, and it can 


 '® See" Obſervation on this Phraſe, Blood Theology, p. 6. 
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no ways anſwer the End to ſpeak in Paradoxes, or 
dark Speeches tend to hide, rather than diſcover 
the Truth, 

We are not to hide the Truth in ſuch a Manner 

as that Satan himſelf can't find it out to mimick it, 
leſt we are found to join with Satan in another De- 
vice, that is, deſtroying it by hiding it, which is as 
bad as deſtroying it by mimicking it. We are on 
the contrary ſo to declare the Truth, as that Men or 
Devils may know what we mean if poſſible ; and 
if we are obliged, in order to make whar we mean 
more plain, to uſe a new Phraſe or Expr: ion, it is 
incumbent upon us to tell what we mean thereby, 
and to ſhew that our Meaning is contained in the 
Scripture, always maintaining that to be“ ſufficient 
* for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
< ſtruction in Righreouſnels, 2 Tim. iii 16.” Satan 
mimicks the Truth, that it may be hid, and if we 
hide it ourſelves that he may not mimick it, it 
anſwers the ſame End. 

Extract. Since the Way of ſubtile Demon- 
„ ſtration was invented by Satan a — for that ve 
End, that thoſe who purſue jt much to and fro 
* even to Matters relating to the Soul and Salva- 


tion, may at laſt bring their Demonſtration to + 


that Iſſue, that they themſelves do no more be- 
« lieve 5: And ſince in thę Courſe of Debates, the 
„ Truth is ſubject to be mingled with fo many 
« different Paſſions, and by Circumſtances, that at laſt 
© the Contention is no more de eo quod erat demon- 
« ftrandum, but about all the heterogencous and ac- 
« cidental Particulars, which have ſprung up out of 
the Diſputation c: Therefore the Brethren 
* ſhould not demonſtrate, either in Spiritual or Na- 
< tural Matters, except in the laſt Caſe before the 
«+ Magiſtrate ; bur firſt take meaſure for . raiſing a 
« fiducial Feeling of the Lamb of God ; and when 
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* that ſucceeds, alledge, that «res «ge out of his 
0 Book d.“ p. 64, 65. 5 
Ohſerv. a. To make plain what we mean by 
what we ſay, as far as the Matter is capable of be- 
ing made plain, and to prove our Meaning by the 
Scriptures, is not invented by Satan, but is do- 
ing honeſtly, „and by manifeſtation of the 
* Truth, commending ourſelves to every man's 
& Conſcience in the Sight of God.“ 2 Cor. iv. 2. 
— þ Thoſe that attempt or purſue a Method of 
making thoſe Things plain by Reaſon, that are 
proper Objects of Revelation and pure Faith, may 
find it pernicious to themſelves and others, but this 
is no Reaſon againſt endeavouring to convey what 
we mean by our Words, or proving our Means 
ing by the Scriptures; to know our own Mean- 
ing, or to know that the Scriptures. declare it, 
will never bring us to this that we no more 
believe, unleſs it is neccffiry to Faith to be igno- 
rant of what we believe, or why we believe it. — 
c. This Inconvenience is to be remedied by clear. 
ing every Queſtion of all by Circumſtances, hete- 
 _rogenous, or accidental Particplars, before we deter- 
mine concerning it, or, (in other Words) more clearly 
underſtanding what we mean, and not by being 
more ignorant of our Meaning, or its Proof. 
fd. The Mrafure we are to take to raiſe a true 
Truſt and Confidence in Jeſus Chriſt, is to alledge, 
* thus faith the Lord,” out of his Book firſt, that the 
Lord may work divine Conviction by the divine 
Evidence of his Word, and we are to demonſtrate, 
or make as plain as we can, what we mean, and 
alſo urge it upon the Authority and Evidence of 
God's Word. 1 Cor. xiv. 11. Therefore, if I know 
not the Meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be to him that 
 fpeaketh a Barbarian, and he that ſpeaketh ſhall be a 
Barbarian unto me. 13. Wherefore, let him that 
| | Speaketh 
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( 3') 
ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, pray that he may inter» 
pret. 19. In the Church I had rather ſpeak froe 
Words with my Underſtanding, that by my Voice I might 
teach others alſo, than ten thouſand Words in an un- 
unknown Tongue, 20. Brethren, be not Children in 
Underſtanding, howbeit in Malice be ye Chidren, but 
in Underſtanding be Men. 

Extratts, la the Doctrine of the Lord's Sup- 
6s Pers we are very far from teaching Tranſub- 
* ſtantiation ; although we believe and experience 
* the molt intimate Participation of that once tor- 
5 mented Body, after a Way ſimilar to the firſt Im- 
<« parting at the Time of Inſtitution, when he took 
„ the Bread into his Hands, which were quite 
* moiſt with Agony Sweat, at a Point-of Time 
* when theſe terrible Pains of Death did ſeize and 
« alter him, which cauſed the whole Maſs of Blood 
66 to boil in his Veins, and him to ſweat, ſhudder, 
“ and tremble all over his Body; ſo that there 
e might be a real kneading together of his Body 
& into the Bread.” p. 73. | 

Obſerv. 1. Now I would deſire to know when ſuch 
ſtrange Things as theſe are aſſerted, and peculiar 
Sentiments of the Lord's Supper built thereon, fo 
like Tranſubſtantiation, that we Proteſtants cannot 
well diſtinguiſh one from another; I ſay, when ſuch 
unheard of Foundations are laid, whether we are 
not to require Scripture Proof, the ſame Scripture 
that informs me that Our Saviour was in any Agony 
at all, tells me, that this Agony was ſome Time 
after the firſt adminiſtring the Lord's Supper; yea, 
- that he diſcourled, prayed, and ſung a Hymn after 
the Supper, and went to the Garden of Gethſe- 
mene, before he began to be Jorrowful, and very heavy, 
before he began to be in an Agony, See Mat. xxvi. 37. 
Mark xiv. 33. Luke xxii. 44. John Ch. xiii, xiv, 
xv, xvi, xvii. I think then it is neceſſary to re- 


quire 


61 | 
quire Proof of the abovementioned Aſſertions, or to 
reject them as groundleſs and contrary to the Book 

2. It is neceſſary, indeed, if ſuch unheard of 


Things as theſe are to be advanced as Truths to 


be believed, that the Brethren ſhould not demon- 
ſtrate, for there can be no Demonſtration of them. 
3. Suppoſe his Hands were quite moiſt with 
Agony Sweat (i. e. Blood, for that was Our Saviour's 
Agony Sweat) how does this prove that there was a 
rea] Kneading together of his Body into the Bread ? 
I think this is an Attempt further than the Papiſts, 
for they only aſſert it without going about to explain 
how it could bez but here is an Attempt to make 
it out, or explain it, but indeed it is ſuch an Ex- 
Planation, that has no Title to Demonſtration. 

4. As to the Words themſelves, © This is my 
* Body broken for you,” Sc. The Scripture is the 
beſt Iaterpreter of Scripture ; we find in Gen. xvii. 


10. That Circumciſion is called God's Covenant, 


This is my Covenant which ye ſhall keep; and in the 
next Verſe it appears to be only the Token and 
Seal of the Covenant. By the ſame Rule, Fhis is 
my Body broken for you, is to be underſtood, this is 
the Scal or Token of my Body broken for you ; and. 
thus indeed, it is more than a' bare Commemoration, 
it is as if a Prince inveſt a Subject in ſome honour- 
able Office, by delivering unto him a Staff, Sword, 
or Signet, and fay unto him, take this, this is ſuch 
an Office, or Preferment; or if a Father ſhould de- 
liver a Deed of Conveyance of Land to his Sen, 
and ſay, take it as thy own, this is ſuch a Farm or 
Manor; ſuch Expreſſions import, nothing more or 


Jeſs in Common Senſe and Reaſon, than a preſent 
Gift and Conveyance of the Offices, Preterments 
and Lands, by and with thoſe outward Signs, but 
not that thoſe outward Signs themſelves arc the 
wt Offices, 


(75) 
Offices, Preferments, or Lands. Thus we can be» 
lieve, that the true Body and Blood of Chriſt are 
given to us with the Bread and Wine, in a ſpiritual = 
and myſterious Manner, by the unſearchable Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit *niting Chriſt and us together 
by Faith, without any Tranſubſtantiation in the out- 


ward Elements: And it is our Union with the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, ſo that I may claim that Body 
as my Body, and that Blood, my Blood given and 
ſealed to me: It is, I ſay, this Kind of Union with 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, that is, or can be 
profitable unto me, and not ſuch a carnal Kind of 
Union as I may have with a Piece of Meat, or a 
Glaſs of Wine. e 7 

5. It is the advancing ſuch unſcriptural Notions as 
theſe,. that I apprehend introduces that Denial of the 
private Ule of the Scriptures in the following Words 
of theirs,” * To read in the Bible is a Bleſſing and 
« Happineſs, but it ſhould properly be done in the 
* Congregation, by Anagnoſtæ or Readers; and then 
* to ſuch Meetings would the Apoſtle's Words be 


right applicable; Let the Word of God dwelt ricb- 


« by among you in all Wiſdom,” p. 73. If we want to 
advance nothing but what is evidently contained in 
the Word, we need not be afraid of their ſearching 
the Scripture, and can ſay to them with the Apoſtle, 
Lei the Word of Chriſt dwell in you richiy in all Wiſe 
dom, Col. iii. 16. d ui 220 arm 
Extras. We have no Syſtem of our own. 
making, and will have none 4: But will be all 
from Time to Time taught of God : And ex- 
© tremely pleaſed when we find a Rule to be ſer- 
« viceabk to that Intent of our Creator and Savi- 


- «. our; in the Old Tranſactions of the Forefathers; 


being averſe to luxuriant Novelty .“ p. 73. 
Ober v. I. If this is meant to exclude, or ſet a- 
ſide, the Bible from being the Rule of our Faith, 
Practice, and Diſcipline, it is a miſtaken Reſolution; 
ory 


=—- 9 
— — — — — P ꝰ ꝰ— 6 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


( 16) 

or, if it is meant to exclude an agreed Sence of tho/? 
' Scriptures that contain the fundamental Truths of the 
Goſpel, and ſuch as have been aſcertained by our 
Forefathers' to detect Popiſh and other Errors, it is 
alſo a miſtaken Reſolution; and a dangerous one, 
tending! to break down the Hedge againſt Po- 
piſn and other Errors, which our Forefathers 
were led by the Word and Spirit of God to make. 
Nut if it is only meant hereby, that in Things 
of an indifferent Nature, in changeable Circum- 
ſtances, to follow the ſcriptural Rule, Phil. iv; 8. it 
is according to the Mind of God. | 
—b, We are not more, but leſs open to the Teach- 
ings of God from Time to Time, if we either ſct 
aſide his Word, or are careleſs of the fundamental 
Truths of the Goſpel, being expreſſed and maintain- 
ed in Language ſuited to detect the oppoſite Errors. 
c Only we are to be very careful that we do not 
part with our Proteſtant Syſtem, and introduce Pa- 
piſt Principles and Practices in their Room, under 

a Notion that they were ſerviceable Rules to our 
Forefathers: The Errors that have been, are to be 
Warnings to us, and we are by no means to wipe the 
Memory of them out, leaſt we fall into them again; 
we are not thus to beat down the Advantage that 
has been given to us from our Forefathers againſt 
Popery, by reducing ourſelves to the ſame State 
the Chriſtian Church was in, before it had chat Ex- 
perience. Our Proteſtant Syſtem, or Plan, wants 
only to have the Life and Power of it revived, and 
need not be changed for another, nor ſunk into O- 
blivion to make way for another—As we are to bo 
cautious to prevent Satan mimicking, in Order to 
make former Truths evaporate, ſo likewiſe to pre- 
vent his other Devices to deſtroy the true Religion. 
III. I come now in the Third Place, to cunſider 
their Declarations concerning che Trinity and _ 
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fon of Chriſt, and here to my great Surprize 1 find 


. following; 
« We teach with one Conſent, that there is one 


* only Divine Being, which 1s named, and truly is 
cc God. 25 

“ Yet in this One Divine Being which is eternal, 
* there are Three Perſons equal in Power, and co- 

*© eternal, God the Father, God the Son, and God 
Holy Gboſt. 

oy All Three, One Divine Being, which is eter- 
te nal, without Parts, without End, of immenſe 
20 Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, Maker and Pre- 
“ ſerver of all Things, both viſtble and inviſible. 

% By the Word Perſon is not underſtood a Piece 
& or Property of another, but one who ſubſiſts by 
„ himſelf. p. 1. 

He, God the Son, deſcends into the Virgin, 

puts on Fleſh through the Co-operation of the Ho- 
« ly Ghoſt. 

4 This is our God, this is Chriſt, who as Media- 
* tor. of both, puts on Man to bring him thereby 
te to the Father.” P. 192. 

This Repreſentation of the Trinity and Perſon of 
Chriſt, is the common orthodox Confeſſion of all 
the Churches ; what therefore on this Head, I can- 
not but be ſurprized at, is this, that wherever I have 
known their Preachers come they have diſturbed the 
People exceedingly on that Head, making them 
conceive that the common Explication of the Three 
Perſons and One God, was a hurtful Miſtake ; and 
at the ſame Time they maintain the very ſame Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and the very fame Words with. 
every one elſe; what their End may be in thus un- 
ſetling People for nothing, I know not; but for the 
Sake of ſeveral who I know are fo unſettled, and in 
theſe Points, I would ſet down the Scripture Doc- 

D trine 


„ 
trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, and Perſon of Chriſt, 
wherein our Faith may and ſhould reſt. 

What the Scriptur reveals in Regard to the Trini. 
ty is, uſt, That God is One; Hear O Iſrael, the Lord 
thy God is One Lord, Deut. vi. 4, I/. xliv. 6. 8. 

2dly. That this One God is Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; There are Three that bear Record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe 
Three are One. 1. Joha v. 7, Mat, xxvill. 19. 2 Cor, 
Kii. 14. 

2dly. That the Father is the Father of the Son; 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Eph. i. 3. And the Son the Son of the Father; The 
only begotten of the Father. John 1. 14. And the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt the Spirit of the Father and the * 1. Cor, 
111, 16. Ram. viii. 6, John xiv. 26. 

Athly. That the Father is God. x. Cor. viii. 9, WF 
is and ever was the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is, and ever was, exiſting as his Son, Fobn xvii, 
3. That the Son is God, P/. xIv; 6. Applied to the 
Son, Heb. i. 8.—P/. Ixviii. 17, 18, 19. Applied to 
the Son, Epb. iv. 8.—P/. cx. 1. Applied to the Son, 
Mat. xxii. 44.— HF, cii. 15, 16, 17. Applied to the 
Son. Heb. 1. 10.— J. vi. 1, 2, 3. Appli. d to the Son, 
Tobn X11, 41, 42.— / viii. 13, 14. Applied to the 
Son, Luke ii. 34. Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. u. 8. Sce alfa 
V ix, 6. Fer. xxiii. 5, 6."Fobn i, 1, 2, 3. and 14. 
and very many more. - And as God, the Sun did 
pre-exiſt before his Incarnation, which he himſelf 
could not have took upon him as it is cxpreſſed, 
Heb. ii. 14 16, if he had not had an Exiſtence before f 
in another Nature, that is as God. Thar the Holy 
| Ghoſt is God, Gei. i. 1 7, As v. 3, 4: 1 Cor. xii. i i. 
Alls xiii. 3. 

This is that wherein Faith is to reſt, without form. 
ns of Schemes to com Reken God by, for who can by 
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ſearching find out God. All theſe are to looked upon 
as ſo many ſeveral Truths, which are ſo to be received, 
as what God hath declared concerning himſelf, who 
beſt knows how to deſcribe himſelf unto us, as the 
proper Obje& of Faith and Worſhip. If any one 
of theſe Truths are oppoſed, there are Scripture 
Proofs enough to fatisfy or Minds. But if Cu- 
rioſity wants to be ſatisficd in comprehending how 
this is taken alcogether, here we ſhall be in Danger 
of ſplitting upon a Rock, in ſeeking to compre- 
hend the Incomprehenſible, and ſhall be left to our 
own dark Imaginations. So, for Inſtance, he that 
denies the Son, hath not the Father, but a vain 
Imagination of God; for there is no Father, but the 
Father of the Son; and there is no Son, but the 
Son of the Father; and there is no God, but that 
God who is Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. On the 
other Hand, he that acknowledgeth the Son, hath 
the Father alſo, becauſe the true Father is he that is 
the Father of the Son, and the Son is the Son of 
the Father, and he and his Father are one; it is 
therefore impoſſible to ſee him God, the Son of 
God, but we thereby diſcover the true Father who is 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Al] Diſtinction and Inequality. between the Father 
and the Son, reſpects the Office- of Chriſt as Me- 
dia;or z fo, tho? he humbled himſelf and was exalted in 
Offi , or as Mediator, yet in Nature he was God, 
equal with the Father, and to this Conſideration 
muſt be referred all thoſe Scriptures* that ſpeak of 
him as humbled or exalted, and alſo that of his de- 
livering up the Kingdom that God may be all in all. 

Tit Father is the only true God, but it does not 
follow that whoever is the only true God is the 
Father, unleſs it be proved, that the Name only 
true God is communicable to no more, nor no other 
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than the Term Father; tbe only true God has a larger 
 Signification than the Term Father; in ſaying the 
Father, is the only true God, we reipect not his 
Paternity, or Relation to his Son, but his Nature, 
Eſſence and Being; the ſame we affirm in the 
lame Reſpect concerning the Son, that he is the 
only true God, and the ſame concerning the Holy 
Ghoſt, and to ſay, becauſe each Perſon is God, one 
Perion muſt be another, is to crave leave to diſ- 
believe What God has revealed, 

Let us not think, that becauſe it cannot be thus in 
Things finite, that therefore it cannot in Things in- 
finite; let us not proceed upon this abſurd, fooliſh 
and contradictious Suppoſition, that that which is 
finite can perfectly comprehend that which is in- 
finite. It is the higheſt Reaſon in Things of pute 
Revelation, to captivate our Underſtandings to the 
Authority of God the Revealer, though we are not 
ſo implicitly to believe any Man, or Set of Men. 
Let us not think that we are in ſuch an Eſtate, as 
that our Apprehenſions ſhall paſs for the Meaſure of . 
the Natute of all Things. Let us aſk the Oppoſers 
of this Doctrine, what they would deny? what 
they would oppole ? is it that God is one? or that 
the Father is God, or that the Son is God, or that 
the Holy Ghoſt is ſo? If they deny or oppoſe either 
of theſe, there is Scripture Teſtimony enough to 
decide the Matter; and Perſons that will not allow 
each Particular of the Doctrine as thus declared, are 
not to be diſputed with abcut the proper Terms to 
be uſed in the Explication of it. | 

What we believe concerning the Perſon of Chriſt, 
is, that Jeſus Chriſt the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, and God over all bleſſed for evermore did, 
of his infinite Love and Grace take upon him ow 
Nature, buman Mature, ſo as that the . and 
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duman Nature ſhould become one Perſon, one Chriſt, 
God and Man in One, Himſelf continuing God as 
he was, became Man alſo, which before he was not, 
thus the Word was made Fleſh. Whatever Acts are 
aſcxibed to him, however immediately performed, 
in, or by the human Nature, or, in and by his di- 
vine Nature, they are all the Acts of that one Perſon, 
in whom are both theſe Natures. ' Thus God is 
faid to have purchaſed the Church with his own 
Blood, the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt being the Blood of 
him that is God, though not the Blood of his di- 
vine Nature, for God is a Spirit, and here obſerve, 

t. That Jeſus Chriſt in his aſſuming Suman Ma- 
ture to be his own, did not take an individual 
Perſon of any one into a mere Conjunction with 
himſelf, but gave the human Nature its firſt Sub- 
ſiſtance in his own Perſon, hence though they are 
two Natures, they are not two but one Perſon. 

2. Each Nature thus united in Chriſt, is entire, and 

reſerves unto itſelf its own natural Properties: He is 
no leſs perfe God, for being made Man, nor no leſs 
true perfect Mau, by that Nature's being taken into 
Subſiſtance wich the Son of God. His divine Na- 
ture ſtil] continues Immenſe, Omniſcient, Omnipo- 
tent, Infinite in Holineſs, Sc. He is human Nature, 
Finite, Limited, c. | 

3. As God, he made all Things, upholds all 
Things, by the Word of his Power, fills Heaven 
and Earth, c. As Man he lived hungred, ſuffered, 
dyed, roſe, and aſcended into Heaven, and by 
Reaſon of the Union of both theſe Natures in one 
Perſon, God is faid to redeem the Church with his 
' qwn Blood, and to lay down his Life for us, and 
the Son of Man to be in Heaven, when he was on 
Earth, N 
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"Here alſo, if any Diſpure (nl this Deſcriptiofi 
of the Perſon of Chriſt, let them be aſked, What 
3s it you would deny ? Is it that Chriſt is God? is 
is it that he aſſumed the human Nature, and became 
and Man in one Perſon, that it might be ſaid 
that was God died, he chic was and is God pur- 
chaſed the Church with his o.] n Blood? or will they 
deny that he was alſo according to his divine Nature, 
the,omnipotent; omnipreſent ſelf-exiſtene:God who 

' -eould never die d if any of theſe are-denyed, there is 
Wy — to 3 wo +5 argon | 
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